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Abstract: This paper proposes three points: (1) A significant
challenge for those working in the philosophy of human rights is the
discovery and assertion of what can be considered universal as a basis
for the entire human rights project. The difficulty of this challenge
is obvious: the attempt to discover universals while preserving due
respect for cultural diversity runs against powerful currents in our
own intellectual and political culture, just as it did against the intel-
lectual and political culture of half a century ago when the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was drafted. (2) The void in the phi-
losophy of human rights left by the forced abandonment of natural
law and natural rights as a foundation for human rights needs to be

filled; one candidate with deep cross — cultural credentials is the con-
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cept of human dignity. (3) The challenge of discovering universals
is not new, the struggle to do so can be seen in the literature of
what Karl Jaspers described as the “axial age” of antiquity as the e-
pochal breakthrough of the thinkers of that period. From the Chi-
nese philosophers of the fourth and early third centuries B. C. E.,
and especially from the reflections of Mencius on human equalify and

dignity, guidance may be taken on how to discover a universal.
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