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Abstract: In the recent discussion of “Asian Values”, there
has been a tendency to identify the West with individualism, Asia
with communitarianism, and the latter with Confucianism. Actually
however these are superficial labels, since the tendencies toward,
and advocacy of, both individualism and communitarianism are
found in both Asia and the West. As regards communitarianism
there is a question whether Asia or China can be conceded exclusive
rights to speak for it, while as regards individualism the question is
whether the West can fairly be characterized in terms simply of radi-
cal individualism of self — indulgent permissiveness. In the West
many forms of communitarianism have existed and still do. Even the
contemporary versions range widely over the political spectrum, re-
flecting the evolution of nineteenth century Western liberalism into
twentieth century socialist, social democratic and Christian demo-
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cratic varieties, spoken for most recently by writers as diverse as
Christopher Lasch, Amitai Etzioni, Michael Sandel, Charles Tay-
lor and Alastair McIntyre.

As regards Confucianism it would be possible to cite similarly
diverse experiences with both individualism and communitarianism. -
In my new book Asian Values and Human Rights, 1 give much at-
tention to the nature of Confucian communitarians and the problems
that arose with it historically vis — a — vis the state. In this paper I
propose to discuss the question of Confucian individualism, or as I

prefer to call it Confucian personalism or personhood.
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