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On Basic Concepts and Theories of Human Rights: A Chinese Discourse Perspective
LYU Yi-wei
( Law School of Nankai University Tianjin 300350 China)

Abstract: Traditional Western theories of human rights are products of Western historical and cultural
context whose standards and conclusions are not of absolute universal significance to the multicultural
world today. When it comes to the basic issues such as “human rights” and “human rights thoughts” in
China rather than fully duplicating the established framework of Western human rights theories an illus—
tration with Chinese discourse is needed with reference to the reality of China’s thousands of years of
historical and cultural development thus combining the universality of human rights with the Chinese cul-
tural tradition and contemporary reality. In-depth exploration and clear understanding of the inherent hu—
man rights attribute of the “people-oriented” thought contained in Chinese culture since the pre-Qin peri—
od and the height it has reached in systematization and theorization is beneficial to a deep understanding
of its close connection with the basic human rights of protecting the people’ s right to subsistence and de—
velopment a full manifestation of the historical significance of the human rights discourse with Chinese
characteristics of “upholding the right to existence and development as the primary basic human rights”
and a strong enhancement of the persuasiveness and appeal of the human rights discourse in China.

Key words: thoughts of human rights; right to existence and development; people-oriented; Chinese le—

gal culture



